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Dear Sir: 



Responsive to the Notice of Non-Compliant Appeal Brief mailed August 9. 2006, Applicant 
requests consideration of the remarks set forth below: 
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REMARKS 



In the Notification of Non-Compliant Appeal Brief, the Examiner stated that the Appeal Brief 
filed on January 30, 2006 was non-compliant in that (1) the Summary of Claimed Subject Matter is 
deficient in that it does not map the claimed invention to the independent claims, and (2) the Grounds of 
Rejection section is deficient because it does not state die specific rejections to be presented for review. 
See Notification of Non-Compliant Appeal Brief. August 9. 2006 . In response, Appellant has amended 
section. 5- Sumntary of the Claimed Subject Matter, to include identification of all the independent 
claims and the summaries diereof Also, Appellant has amended section, 6. Grounds of Rejection to be 
Reviewed on Appeal, to include the specific grounds of rejection to be reviewed. Please find attached an 
amended Appeal Brief incorporating the amendments identified above. 



Respectfully submitted, 

/Timothy J. Ziolkowski/ 

Timothy J. Ziolkowski 
Registration No. 38,368 
Phone 262-376-5170 
tj2@2pspatents.com 



Respectfully submitted* 

/Kevin R. Rosin/ 

Kevin R. Rosin 
Registration No. 55,584 
Phone 262-376-5170 ext. 15 
krr@2pspatents.com 



Dated: September 8, 2006 

Attorney Docket No. : GEMS808 1 .045 

P.O. ADDRESS: 

Ziolkowski Patent Solutions Group* SC 
14135 North Cedarburg Rd. 
Mequon,WI 53097-1416 
262-376-5170 



2 



PAGE mi ' RCVD AT mm 10:10:19 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1121 ' DNiS:2738300 ' CSID:2623762994 ' DURATION (mm-S5):09-28 



.'06-09-08 09:06 FROM-ZPS Group, SC 



2623762994 



T-350 P003/028 F-355 



Gupta et al. 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

SEP 0 8 2006 



U.S. Serial No. 09/748,520 



Patent 

Attorney Docket No. GEMS808 1 -045 



Customer No. 27061 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 

Serial No. 

Filed 

For 

Group Art No. 
Ejcaminer 



Gupta etal. 
09/748,520 
December 22, 2000 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DISPLAYING 
REAL-TIME STATUS OF PRODUCT AVAILABILITY, 
ORDERS, AND SALES REVENUE 

2171 

Le,U. 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 CFR and 1.10 

I hcrct>y certify tliai, on Uic daic shown below, ibis concspondeoce is being: 

o deposited with ihe US Postal Service in an eftvdopc addressed to Con 1450, Alexandria^ Va 22313-1450 

37 CFR l.S(a) 37 CFR 1.10 

o with sufficient postage as fiist class mail □ As "Express MaU Post Office to Addressee" Mailing LabetNo. 

Transmission 

■ transniiiicd by facsimile to Fax No,: (571) 273-8300 addressed to Examiner Le, at the Patent and Trademark OfCce. 



Date: September 11.2006 



Signature 



jlCevinR. RosiD/ 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

APPEAL BRIEF PURSUANT TO 37 CF R- AND L192 

Dear Sin 

This Appeal Brief is being filed in furtherance of the Notice of Appeal filed on November 28, 
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1. REAL PARTY TNT INTEREST ; 

The real party in interest is General Electric Company, the Assignee of the above-referenced 
application by virtue of the Assignment recorded on April 20. 2004. recorded at reel 016212. frame 0534 
and the Assignment recorded on April 12, 2001, recorded at reel 01 1718. frame 0492. 

2. »y.T.ATF.T> APPEALS AN^ TlSfTKRFERENCES ; 

Appellant is unaware of any other appeals or interferences related to this Appeal. The 
undesigned is Appellant's legal repiesentative in this Appeal. General Elecb'ic Company, the Assignee 
of the above-referenced Application, as evidenced by the documents mentioned above, will be directiy 
affected by the Boaid's decision in the pending appeal. 

3. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS ; 

Claims 1-35 are currently pending, and claims 1-35 are currently under final rejection and, thus, 

are the subject of this appeal. 

4. STATUS OF A MENDMENTS; 

In the Advisory Action of November 4. 2005, the Examiner indicated that the amendments to the 
claims as presented in the Response of October 12, 2005. have not been entered for pmposes of appeal. 
Contrary to the Examiner's indication, no amendments have been presented subsequent to the Ex Parte 
Quayle Action of January 12, 2005 wherein the Examiner allowed all of the penduig claims but requested 
Appellant provide (1) a "mapping of features claimed with features shown in Exhibit A" of an inventor 
declaration and (2) an early draft of the application. 

5. ^«^UMMARY OF THE CLAI MEH SUBJECT MATTER: 

Claim 1 calls for a method for displaying real-time status of product availabilhy is disclosed 
which includes the steps of automatically querying a database (14) for data about a plurality of products 
that are scheduled for production, at regular time intervals for a date when each product will be ready for 
shipment for the plurality of products (72), and if the date docs not exist (74a), skipping that product (76). 
Ap plication, pg. 11. BO . For each product that is not skipped (74b), the method calls for counting a 
number of days between a current date and the date when the product will be ready for shipment to create 
a number of days before the product is available (78). M- The method fiirthcr displays a listing of each 
product and when tlie product is available for shipment (82, 86, 90) for product availability management. 

Another aspect of the claimed invention is set forth in claim 8 and includes a computer-readable 
medium having stored thereon one or more computer programs that, when executed by one or more 
computers (10), causes the one or more computers to populate (18) a database (14) with data to include a 
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date when each product will be available for shipment for a plurality of products (28). Application, pfe 

11. ^1. The computers are caused to periodically queiy the database (70) to obtain the date for each 
product (74) while ignoring those products that do not have a valid shipment date (76) and count a 
number of days for each product between a current date and the date when the product will be ready for 
shipment (78) to Creaie a number of days before each product is available (80, 84, 88). Id., including pg. 

12. first paragraph . The computer readable storage medium causes die one or more computers to store the 
number of days before each product is available (32) in temporary tables (30) and access the temporary 
tables (30) to display the number of days before each product is available (82. 86, 90) and update the 
temporary tables (66) periodically. H.. pg, 10» 1I28. 

Claim 16 sets forth a further aspect of the claimed invention including a computer data signal 
representing a sequence of instructions tliat, when executed by one or more processors (16), cause the one 
or more processors (16) to maintain a database (14) containing at least a date when each product will be 
ready for shipment (28). Appliratinn, pg. 12. 1132 . The sequence of instructions cause the processor to 
periodically obtain from the database (72) the date when each product will be ready for sliipment (74b) 
while ignoring an entry (76) if such date does not exist (74a). Id. The processor is caused to count a 
number of days between today and the date each product will be ready for shipment (78) to create a 
number of days before each product is available (80, 84, 88) and store the number of days (54) before 
each product is available in temporary tables (30): Id- The sequence of instructions cause the processor 
to display the corresponding date when the product will be available (84, 86, 90) and update (54) the 
temporary tables (30) to maintain a listing of the number of days before each product is available. M- 

According to another aspect of the claimed invention, claim 23 sets forth a method for displaying 
real-time status of product availability is disclosed which includes automatically querying a database (14) 
at regular Ume intervals (72) for a date when each product will be ready for shipment for a plurality of 
products. (74), and if the date does not exist (74a), skipping that product (78) and oUierwise (74b) for 
each product, counting a number of days between a current date and the date when the product will be 
ready for sliipment to create a number of days before the product is available (78). Application, pS- 12. 

Tlie method further comprises displaying when the product is available for shipment (82, 86, 90) 
and, wherein the step of querying also includes querying the database for a number of orders, a product 
category for each oixler, and sales revenue for each order (98, 102), the method includes adding the 
number of orders for each product category to create a sum of the number of orders for eacli product 
category and adding the sales revenue h-om each order in each product category to create a sum of the 
total revenue for each product category (Fig. 2. A). I d, , pgs 7-8, 1|25; pg. 14, 136 . The method further 
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calls for displaying the sum of the number of orders for each product category; and displaying the sum of 
tlie total revenue for each product category (1 36). Id., pg. 14.1136. 

Yet another aspect of the claimed invention set fortli in claim 26 includes a method for displaying 
real-time status of product availability which includes automatically querying a database (14) at a 
regular time interval for a date when each product will be ready for shipment for a plurality of products 
(72), and if tiic date does not exist (74A). skipping that product (76), otherwise (74b). for each product, 
counting a number of days between a current date and the date when each product will be ready for 
shipment to create a number of days before each product is available (78). Application, pg. 12, 13 2. The 
mediod further calls for storing the number of days before each product will be available in temporary 
tables (30). accessing the temporary tables (30) to display when each product is available for shipment 
(82. 86. 90), and updating the temporary tables at the regular time interval (93). Kd., pg. 11,13 1. 

A final claimed aspect of the present invention, called for m claim 30, includes a system for 
displaying real-time product information (10) which includes a database (14) containing data related to a 
plurality of product categories and a processing system (34, 70. 93. 105. 127) capable of automatically 
accessing the data contained in the database (14) at regular time intervals and perfoi-ming calculations 
using the data wherein the data pertains to one of product availability, product shipment, and revenue (98, 
102). Appliratinn. pg. 14.1136 . The system includes a temporary table (30) capable of Storing the rcsults 
of calculations performed by the processing system and means for displaying (82, 86, 90, 136) the results 
stored in tlie temporary table (30) for product management. Id. 
6. fiWrniNDS OF RE.IECTION TO BE REVIEW KP ON APPEAL; 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-7. and 22-25 under 35 U.S.C. §102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Christcnsen et al (US Pub. 2002/016694). The Examiner also rejected claims 8-21 and 26-35 under 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Christensen et al in view of Parad (USP 5.369.570). After 
initially allowing all pending claims, the Examiner failed to give proper consideration to Appellant's 37 
C.F.R. §1.131 Declaration filed December 31, 2003 (hereinafter the §1.131 Declaration, a copy included 
herewith in the Evidence Appendix). Fjna.> Office Action of Anpust 26, 2005, pgs. 2-8,. In accordance 
with MPEP §715.08. Appellant requests tlie Boards review of the merits of the Examiner's rejection and 
favorable action thereover. 
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7. ARGUMENT; 

REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. §102 (E) AS BEING ANTICIPATED BY CHRISTENSEN ET AL (US PUB. 

2002/016694) & Rejection Under 35 U.S.a §103(a) as Being unpatentable Over 

CHRISTENSEN ET AL IN VIEW OF PARAD (USP 5^9^70) 

Reiection flf Claims I -35 

Claims 1-35 aic currently pending in the present Application. In the Final Office Action of 
August 26, 2005, the Examiner maintained tlie rejection of claims 1-7 and 22-25 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Christensen et al. (US 2002/0156694) and the rejection of claims 8-21 and 26-35, 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Christensen et al. in view of Parad (USP 5.369,570). 
Final Office Action of Aufiost 26. 2005. pes. 2-8 . The Examiner's initial application of Christensen et al. 
occurred in the Office Action of October 4, 2003. Office Action of October 4, 2003, pgs. 2 :: 6 .. 

Responding to the Office Action of October 4, 2003. and the rejections based in whole or in part 
on Christensen et al. stated therein, Appellant filed a Declaration under 37 CJ.R. §1.131 executed by 
Inventor Yenerich. Re^ pon^e nf Dece -mh^r 31. 2003. pgs. 10 and 11; the ^1.131 Declaration, Exiiibit A 
of the Declaration is identified in the Declaration as a disclosure of the invention to the inventors' 
employer. Tha 81131 Declaration, note 4 . In the body of the Declaration document, addressing that 
which is disclosed in Exhibit A, Inventor Yenerich affirmatively stated that the inventors of the above- 
captioned application, prior to December 12, 2000 - the filing date of Christensen et al. - conceived in 
the United States,, the invention as set forth in the claims of the present AppUcation. The §1.131 
Declaration, notes 1-3 . 

Thereafter, in an Office Action mailed April 30, 2004, the Examiner accepted the Declaration and 
Exhibit as sufficient to establish a date of priority before the earliest date of Christensen et al. ^fice 
Action of April ^0 2004. pg. 2. ^1 . Specifically, the Examiner stated «[t]he affidavit filed on 31 
December 2003 under 37 CFR 1.13 1 is sufficient to overcome the Christensen et a! (US 2002/0156694) 
reference." Id. Subsequent thereto, the Examiner allowed claims 1-35 in an £x parte Quayle Action 
mailed January 12, 2005. Kx narte Ouavle Action of January 12. 2005, pg. 2 , UlU- In the £x parte 
Quayle Action of January 12, 2005 the Examiner requested (1) «a mapping of features claimed with 
featuies shown in Exhibit A" and (2) suggested Applicant «submit[s} a copy of the specification drafted 
before 12 December 2000 since the application was filed ten days later, on 22 December 2000." Ex parte 
Quavle Action of Januarv 12. 2 005. p. 2. 112. 

Responsive thereto, in the Response of February 1. 2005, Applicant directed tlie Examiner's 
attention to allowance of the claims over Christensen et al. and advised the Examiner that MPEP 
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§70 1.02(b) sets forth tlie formal matters which are addressable with Ex Parte Qucryle practice. R esponse 
of February 1. 2005, pg. 9 . The scope of the Examiner's request is not supported by Ex parte Quayle 
practice and the Declaration had been uidicated as acceptable. Subsequent thereto, in tlie Office Action of 
April 25, 2005, the Examiner re-opened prosecution and reinstated the rejection of claims 1-35 over 
Christensen et al. stating that "Applicant argues that the request of the examiner is unusual and has not 
provided tlie infomation requested. Therefore, the Quayle action ... is withdrawn" and the "[r]ejection 
of claims 1-35 using Christensen et al is reinstated." Office Action of April 25. 2005, p. 2, IK- The 
Examiner did not provide any support for why the previously accepted Declaration is now considered 
"defective" and reopened prosecution. 

The Examiner stated that "[tjhere is no complete disclosure to another of Uie claimed 'counting a 
number of days between a current date and the date when the product will be ready for shipment to create 
a number of days before the product is available and displaying a listing of each product when the product 
is available'." F.x nam Ouavl<^ Action of femiaiv 12. 2005. pg. 2. 112 . The Examiner's conclusion 
requires complete disregarel for that which Inventor Yenerich attests to in the §1.131 Declaration. The 
Examiner appears to require a verbatim recitation of that which is claimed in the Exhibit. 

Title 37 C.F.R. §1. 131(a) states that "[wjhen any claim of an application ... is rejected, the 
inventor of the subject matter of the rejected claim... may submit an appropriate oath or declaration to 
establish invention of tlie subject matter of the rejected claim prior to the effective date of the reference or 
activity on which the rejection is based." ^7 C.F.R. Sl.iaUaV Title 37 C.F.R. §1.1 3 1(b) fiirther states 
that "[o]riginal exhibits of drawings Or records, or photocopies thereof, must accompany and form part 
of the... declaration or their absence must be satisfactorily explained." 37 C.F.R. §1 m(b), (Emphasis 
addedV That is. not only can a Declaration be filed without supplemental documentation if satisfactoiy 
explanation is provided as to the absence of tlie documentation, the supplemental documentation or 
exhibits are only part of the evidence considered when reviewing tlie declaration. The exhibit need not 
include tlie text of the claims. To require such is. at a minimum, impractical, but more likely is an 
unsatisfiable requirement since claims are usually drafted by an attorney and disclosure/evidence is 
drafted by an inventor at dates that predate even the thought of the claim. 

MPEP §71 5.07.1 further states that "when reviewing a 37 CFR 1.131... declaration, the examiner 
must consider all of the evidence presented in its entirety, including the ... declarations and all 
accompanying exhibits, records and 'notes"' and that "[a]n accompanying exhibit need not support all 
claimed limitations, provided that any missing limitation is supported by the declaration itself" MEEP 
^715 07.1. (emphasis added) . The Examiner has provided no argument or reasoning as to what authorizes 
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the disregard of Inventor Yenerich's sworn statement that he conceived of, in part, "counting a number of 
days between a current date and the date when the product will be ready for shipment to create a number 
of days before the product is available and displaying a listing of each product and when the product is 
available." The 81.131 Df^.t»ira*ion. note 3 . Even though previously accepted, the Examiner now 
maintains that the Declaration and documentation filed December 31. 2003 is inadequate to establish a 
date of invention prior to December 12. 2000 because «[t]herc is no complete disclosure to another of the 
claimed 'counting a number of days between a current date and the date when the product wiU be ready 
for shipment to create a number of days before the product is available and displaying a listing of each 
product when the product is available' » Final Office Action of Aiiimst 26, 200S. pS- 2. HI . Appellant 
hereunder summarizes the several reasons previously set forth requesting that the rejections of the present 
claims over Christensen et al. be witlidrawn. 

First, there is no requirement that there be a disclosure to another and the Examiner has not 
provided any support for such a requirement Second, contrary to the Examiner's assertion, in the body of 
the §1.131 Declaration. Inventor Yenerich attests to conception of a method for displaying real-time 
status of product availability including automatically querying a database, for data about a plurality of 
products that are scheduled for piwluction. at regular time intervals for a date when each product will be 
ready for shipment for a plurality of products, and if the date does not exist, skipping that product; 
otherwise, if a date exists, for each product, counting a number of days between a current date and the 
date when the product will be ready for shipment to create a number of days before the product is 
available and displaying a listmg of each product and when the product is available for shipment for 
product availability management. The Si .131 Declaration, note 3. A comparison of what the Examiner 
alleges the Declaration fails to establish with note 3 of the §1.131 Declaration indicates Inventor 
Yenerich's understanding that the claims as presently pending are a textualization of that which is shown 
and described in Exhibit A filed with the § 1 . 1 3 1 Declaration. That is. a portion of the evidence submitted 
witl» the Declaration is Inventor Yenerich's attestation that, prior to December 12, 2000, he and his co- 
inventors invented that which is called for in the present claims. The Examiner's rejection of the present 
claims as unpatentable over Christensen et al. requires complete disregard of the evidence provided ia the 
body of the Declaration. Such disregard is expressly prohibited under MPEP §71 5.07.1. 

ThiKl. the Examiner's refusal to accept the §1.131 DecJaiation can only be interpreted as 
requiring verbatim recitation of the claims to be in tlie exhibit. That is. tlie Examiner has afforded no 
degree of interpretation of that which is disclosed in the Exhibit beyond the specific terms used therein. 
The Examiner has improperly discounted and dismissed Applicant's §1.131 Declaration under the 
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mistaken belief that the supporting evidence must recount claim verbiage word for word, regardless of 
what the Declaration sets forth. It appears as though the Examiner has concluded that which is called for 
in the claims is not shown in Exhibit A merely because the Examiner's word search thereof failed to elicit 
tlie complahied of clause. Absent the Examiner's unduly, unauthorized, and constrictive verbiage 
requirement, tliat which is claimed is disclosed in Exhibit A. 

As shown in tlie exemplary screen capture on page 5 of Exliibit A (under the heading "Offering"), 
tlie present invention includes an "Offering window" along with a sub-menu associated with the selected 
offering. Exhibit A. pg. S . As sliown therein, the «CT Offering" includes an "LCAT Numbei>' column 
and a "Status" column associated therewith. H. As shown in the "Status" column, the Exhibit shows 
conception of several status identifiers including an "Immediate Shipment" status, a "Call for 
Availability" status, and a "Shipment within 90 Days" status. |d. Exhibit A necessarily discloses 
counting a number of days between a cuirent date and the date when the product will be ready for 
shipment to create a number of days before the product is available by disclosing the determination of the 
"Status" sliown in the exemplary screen capture on page 5 of Exhibit A. M. That is. by displaying that a 
product "Status" is available for "immediate shipment", is a "call for availability", or that there will be a 
"shipment in 90 days", the Exhibit discloses that which is claimed. In determining which if any of these 
exemplary "Status" identifiers is applicable to a specific order, tlie present date is determined, a date when 
the specific order is going to ship is determined, and the number of days between these two dates is 
counted or calculated to determine which "status" of the exemplaiy status identifiers is applicable to a 
specific order. For example, for a product to be associated with a Status of "Shipment within 90 days" 
the Exhibit discloses counting a number of days between today (a current date) and the date when the 
product will be ready for shipment (wiUiin 90 daysX creating a number of days (within 90 days) before 
the product is available, and displaying a listing of each product (the LCAT Number) and when the 
product is available (immediately or witliin 90 days). The Examiner has provided no reasoning how 
Exhibit A does not disclose that which Inventor Yenerich attests is disclosed therein. Accordingly, the 
Exhibit taken with the inventors sworn statement in the §1.131 Declaration filed on 31 December 2003 
under 37 CFR §1.131 is clearly sufficient to overcome the Christensen et al (US 2002/0156694) 
reference. 

Consideration of all of the evidence of the §1.131 Declaration of December 31. 2003, entitles 
Appellant to a date of conception prior to at least December 12, 2000. Accordingly, AppeUant believes 
that a date of conception prior to December 12. 2000 has been established in the above-captioned matter 
by consideration of all of the evidence filed in the §1.131 Declaration including the Declaration itself and 
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the supporting Exhibit A attached thereto. Having established a date of conception prior to December 12, 
2000. Appellant has properly ante-dated the earliest date of December 12. 2000 of Christenseii et al. As 
all of the outstanding rejections are based in whole or in part on Christensen et al.. Appellant believes that 
the claims of the present Application are in condition for allowance. 

Appellant appreciates the Board's review and consideration of the issues addi'essed and 
documentation referred to herein. In light of at least the foregoing. Appellant respectfully requests that 
the Board direct witlidrawal of the rejections based on Christensen et al. and timely issuance of a Notice 
of Allowance for claims 1-35. 
8. CONCLUSION 

In view of tlie above remarks, Appellant respectfully submits that the Examiner has provided no 
supportable position that claims 1-35 are not patentable. There being no remaining rejecticMis, Appellant 
respectfully requests that the Board direct passage of the present Application to issuance. 

General Authorization for Extension of Time 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.136, Appellant hereby provides a general authorization to treat 
this and any future reply requiring an extension of time as incoiporating a request therefore. Appellant 
hereby authorises charging of deposit account no. 07-0845, for tlie $500.00 fee for filing this Appeal 
Brief under 37 C.F.R. §i. 17(c). 



Respectfully submitted, 

/Timothy J. Ziolkowski/ 

Timothy J. Ziolkowski 
Registration No. 3S,368 
Direct Dial 262-376-5 139 
tj2@zp3patents.com 



Respectfully submitted, 

/Kevin R, Rosin/ 

Kevin R. Rosin 

RegisUation No. 55,584 

Direct Dial 262-376-5170 ext. 15 

krrtSi2pspatents.e0m 



Dated: September 8, 2006 

Attorney Docket No.; GEMS808 1 .045 

P.O, ADDRESS: 

Ziolkowski Patent Solutions Group. SC 
14135 North Cedarburg Road 
Mequon, WI 53097-1416 
262-376-5170 
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CLAIMS APPENDIX 
In the Claims: 

1. (Previously Presented) A method for displaying real-time status of product availability 
comprising! 

automatically querying a database, for data about a plurality of products that are 
scheduled for production, at regular time intervals for a date when each product will be ready for 
shipment for the plurality of products, and if the date does not exist, skipping that product, otherwise; 

for each product, counting a number of days between a current date and the date when the 
product will be ready for shipment to create a number of days before the product is available; and 

displaying a listing of each product and when die product is available for shipment for 
product availability management. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of querying also includes querying the 
database for a number of orders, a product category for each order, and sales revenue for each order, and 
further comprises: 

adding tlie number of orders for each product category to create a sum of the number of 

orders for each product category; and 

addmg the sales revenue from each order in each product category to create a sum of the 

total revenue for each product category; 

displaying the sum of the number of orders for each product category; and 
displaying the sum of the total revenue for each product category. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the displaying step includes displaying tlie 
number of days until the product is available for shipment. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising creating a plurality of display 
categories, wherein each display category depends on the number of days before the product is available. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein the plurality of display categories includes: 
displaying a first user-defined message if the number of days before tlie product is 

available is greater than a user-defined number; and 
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displaying a second user-defined message if the number of days before the product is 
available is less than a user-defined number. 

6. (Original) The metliod of claim 5 wherein the first user-defined message is "call for 
availability'* and tlie second usei-defined message is "ready for immediate shipment/' 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of automatically querying is 
performed in real-time. 

8. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon one or more 
computer programs that, when executed by one or more computers, causes tlie one or more computers to: 

populate a database with data to include a date when each product will be available for 

shipment for a plurality of products; 

periodically query the database to obtain the date for each product while ignoring tliose 

products that do not have a valid shipment date; 

count a number of days for each product between a current date and the date when the 
product will be ready for shipment to create a number of days before each product is available; 

store the number of days before each product is available in temporary tables; 

access the temporary tables to display the number of days before each product is 

available; and 

update tlie temporary tables periodically. 

9. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8 v^ere the computer program 

further causes the one or more computers to: 

apply tlie number of days before tlie product is available to a calendar starting from the 

current date; and 

display a date when the product will be available. 

10. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim. 8 where tlie computer 
program further causes the one or more computers to; 

populate the database with data to include number of orders, a product category for each 

order, and sales revenue for each order, 
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add the number of orders for each product category together to create a sum of tlie 
number of orders for each product categoi^; 

add die sales revenue for the number of orders in each product category together to create 
a sum of the total revenue for each product category; and 

display the sum of the number of orders for each product category and the sum of the 

total revenue for each product category. 

n. (Original) The computer-nsadable medium of claim 8 whei-e the computer program 
further causes the one or more computers to: 

create a plurality of categories for display, wherein determination of a category depends 
on the number of days before the product is available. 

12. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1 wherein tlie plurality of categories 
includes a first category for orders including orders where the number of days before the product is 
available is greater than a user-defined number, and a second category for orders mcluding orders where 
the number of days before the product is available is less than a user-defined number, wherein the 
computer program further causes^tlie one or more computers to: 

display a first user-defined message for each order in the first category; and 
display a second user-defined message for each order in the second category. 

13. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 12 wherein the first user-defined 
message is "call for availability" and the second user-defined message is "ready for immediate shipment" 

14. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1 wherein tlie plurality of categories 
includes a category for orders where the number of days before the product is available is within a user- 
defined range of values, wherein the computer program fi^rther causes the one or more computers to; 

display a user-defined message for each order within the category. 

15. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8 wherein the periodic query of the 
database is performed at least every time a request for information is made. 
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16. (Pi-eviously Presented) A computer data signal representing a sequence of instructions 
that» when ejtecuted by one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to: 

maintain a database containing at least a date when each product will be ready for 

shipment^ 

periodically obtain from the database the date when each product will be ready for 
shipment while ignoring an entry if such date does not exist; 

count a number of days between today and the date each product will be ready for 
shipment to create a number of days before each product is available; 

store tlie number of days before each product is available in temporary tables; 

display the corresponding date when the product will be available; and 
update the temporary tables to maintain a listing of the number of days before each 
product is available. 

17. (Original) The computer data signal of claim 16 further causing the one or more 
processors to: 

apply the number of days before the product is available to a calendai* starting from the 

current date; and 

display tlie number of days before the product is available. 

18. (Original) The computer data signal of claim 16 further causing the one or more 
processors to: 

display a first user-defined message if the number of days before the product is available 
is greater than a user-defined number; and 

display a second user-defined message if the number of days befoi^ the product is 
available is less than a user-defined number. 

19. (Original) The computer data signal of claim 16 wherein the one or more processors 
periodically obtains data every 0 to 60 seconds. 

20. (Original) The computer data signal of claim 16 wherein the data is obtained at intervals 
greater tlian once a minute. 
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21. (Original) The computer data signal of claim 16 wherein tlie signal obtains data every 
time information is requested, 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein displaying when the product is 
available for shipment is also made available to customers or potential customers. 

23. (Previously Presented) A method for displaying real-time status of product availability 
comprising: 

automatically querying a database at regular time intervals for a date when each product 
will be ready for shipment for a plurality of products, and if the date does not exist, skipping diat product, 
otherwise; 

for each product, counting a number of days between a current date and the date when 
the product will be ready for shipment to create a number of days before the product is available; 
displaying when the product is available for shipment; and 

wherein the step of querying also includes querying the database for a number of orders, 
a product category for each order, and sales revenue for each order, and further comprises: 

adding the number of orders for each product category to create a sum of the 

number of orders for each product category; and 

adding the sales revenue from each order in each product category to create a 

sum of the total revenue for each product category; 

displaying tlie sum of the number of orders for each product category; and 
displaying the sum of the total revenue for each product category, 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23 further comprising creating a plurality of 
display categories, wherein tlie display categories includes at least one of an updated order status, a 
product status, and a current inventory amount, 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the step of automatically 
querying is performed in real-time. 

26. (Previously Presented) A method for displaying real-time status of product availability 
comprising: 
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automatically querying a database at a regular time interval for a dat? when each product 
will be ready for shipment for a plurality of products, and if the date does not exist, skipping that product, 
otherwise; 

for each product, counting a. number of days between a current date and the date when 
each product will be ready for shipment to create a number of days before each product is availablei 
storing the number of days before each product will be available in temporary tables; 
accessing the temporary tables to display when each product is available for shipment; 

and 

updating the temporary tables at the regular time interval. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26 wherein the temporary tables are updated 
following a change to the database 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26 further comprising automatically 
querying the database for data concerning orders, inventory and revenue. 

29. (Previously Preseiited>The method of claim 26 wherein the regular time interval can be 
adjusted. 

30. (Previously Presented) A system for displaying real-time product information 
comprising: 

a database containing data related to a plurality of product categories; 

a processing system capable of automaticaUy accessing the data contained in the database at 
regular time intervals and performing calculations using the data wherein the data pertains to one of 
product availability, product shipment, and revenue; 

a temporary table capable of storing the results of calculations performed by the processing 

system; and 

means for displaying the resuhs stored in the temporary table for product management. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 30 wherein at least one of the plurality of 
product categories includes when a product will be ready for shipment and wherein the calculations 
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comprise counting a number of days between a current date and a date when a product will be ready for 
shipment to create a number of days before the product is available. 

32. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 30 v^herein the plurality of categories 
includes at least one of requested shipping dates, actual shipping dates, and promised shipping dates. 

33. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 30 wherein tlie displaying step includes 
displaying tlie number of days until the product is available for shipment. 

34. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 30 wherein the means of displaying 
comprises an Intranet server for providing the results to internal users. 

35. (Previously Presented) Tlie system of claim 30 wherein the means of displaying 
comprises an Internet server for providing tlie results to customers and potential customers. 
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Dcuiember22>2000 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DISPLAYING 
RBAI^TIMB STATUS OP PRODUCT AVAILABILITY, 
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2171 

Nggyeo, C. 
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Coaunissioaer tat Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Al&xaadtia,VA 22313-1450 

DECLARATION 37 C.FJEL §1.131 

We, Aman Gupta, James Yencrich, and Ainit Maheshwai, bring duly sworn, 
depose and say; 

1 . That we aie the mvraitota for the above-idenlMed Patent Application; 

2. That we have revleiwed the clainiB of this Application; 

3. That we conceived in the United States, prior to Decerobar 12. 2000, the 
filing date of flie dted AppHcation No. 2002/0156694, the invention as set forth in the 
aforementioned chwma, and in partioular, A method for displaying real-time status of 
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product availability inoItidmgHutomadcaUy <iuerying a database, for data about a 
plurality of pwduotfi that rescheduled for praduction, at wgular time mtervals for a date 
when each product will be ready for aWpment fisr a plurality of produote, and If the date 
does not exist, sldppmg that product. Otherwise, if a date exists, for each product, 
counting a number of days between a current date and fiie date when ttie product will be 
^y for flhipment to create a numb^ of days before die product is available and 
displaying a listing of eaoh product and when the product is available for shipment for 
product availability management. Attached Exhibit A is a disclosure stating such. 

4. Attached as Briiihited A is a copy of iny disclosure to our employer 
evidencing this Invention that was prepared prior to December 12, 2000. 

5. That fiom prior to December 12, 200O to December 22. 2000, the filing 
date of the above-rofcrcnced Patent Application, we diligently worked toward reducing 
the aforementioned invention to practice and worked with patent oounfiel in the 
preparation of a patent application for the claimed invention- 

That the statements made hetdn ru:e of our own knowledge and are true and made 
on information and belief that are believed to be true, 

We acknowledge that any willfiU felse statements and the like made herem are 
puniahable by fine or imprisonment or both, and may jeopardize die validity of die 
application or any patent issuing theicon. 
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